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antiquity and a philosophy too profound for his own or subse-
quent ages.

With this key to our problem, we may proceed to ask what
the last ten centuries or so before the Sassanians thought of
Zarathushtra, or knew of his teaching. And first as to his
personality. One of the very few legends about the Prophet
which have early attestation concerns his laughing on the day
he was born. It is as old as Pliny the Elder, and may probably
be recognized a century before this in the famous ( Messianic
Eclogue' of Virgil.1 It is most interesting in that it preserves
the impression of a teacher who took an optimist view of life.
And this is of course one of the most outstanding features of
the historical Prophet, who was veritably an Eastern Demo-
critus and much more, a man who based his whole system on
the unshakable conviction that Truth is great and will prevail.
We should remember what foils there were to such a doctrine
of Faith in the early Indo-Iranian world. Between Zara-
thushtra and Gautama the theory of re-birth (punarjanma)
cast its baleful shadow over life in India and perhaps some
part of Iran. Putting aside all question of its adequacy as an
interpretation of the riddle of existence, it may be presumed
that no one will deny the profound sadness with which it
enshrouds the present and the future. Consciousness is a
nightmare out of which the sleeper only desires to escape into
slumber for ever untroubled with dreams. In the sharpest
possible contrast to this gloom which was to afflict the medita-
tive East for ages, our great thinker proclaimed a radiantly
optimist theory of life, based on an intuition that God is one
and that God is good, and that He can never be conquered by
evil nor allow His obedient children to lose the bliss prepared
for them. It was a most significant instinct which fastened on
this as the central trait of a great Teacher who saw life from
the first as a beautiful and gracious gift from God.

Apart from this individualizing trait, we may sum up the

general impression of Zarathushtra as centred on his fame as

1 See E. R. P. P., p. 51 f.   Cf. E. Z.,